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Albrecht Berkessel was born in 1955 and obtained his Diplom in 1982 at the University of Saarbriicken. For his
PhD studies, he moved to the laboratory of Professor Waldemar Adam at the University of Wiirzburg. In 1985,
he obtained his PhD for mechanistic studies on the photochemistry of divinyl ethers (summa cum laude). In
1985, he joined the research group of Professor Ronald Breslow at Columbia University, New York as a Lynen
Fellow (AvH), to work on functionalized cyclodextrins as enzyme models and on the mechanism of biotin
action. In 1986, he returned to Germany to start independent research on the mechanisms of nickel enzymes
from methanogenic archaea. His habilitation at the University of Frankfurt/Main (associated to Professor
Gerhard Quinkert) was completed in 1990. In 1992, he became Associate Professor at the University of
Heidelberg. Since 1997, he is a Full Professor of Organic Chemistry at the University of Cologne. His current
research interests center around mechanistic and preparative aspects of metal-based catalysis, organocatalysis,
biocatalysis, and biological/medicinal chemistry.

Albrecht Berkessel held visiting professorships at the University of Wisconsin, Madison (USA), the Research
School of Chemistry of the Australian National University at Canberra (Australia), the National University of
Singapore and Chuo University in Tokyo, Japan. His awards include the Young Faculty Award of the Fonds der
Chemischen Industrie, and the Award in Chemistry of the Gottingen Academy of Sciences. He has published ca.
180 research papers and reviews, and he is one of the two co-authors of the Wiley-VCH bestseller "Asymmetric
Organocatalysis" (2005).
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